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Henry was furious, but ranting against the bad
faith of his allies availed him nothing. He con-
sulted Wolsey as to how he might avenge himself
upon Ferdinand and the Emperor. Wolsey was
not long in devising a scheme. Ferdinand had
allied himself against England, so England would
pay him out in his own coin. There was no
reason why she should not turn France into a
secret ally, and Wolsey had the means for this at
his disposal. The Duke of Longueville, a bosom
friend of the French King, was at the English
Court, and through him Wolsey opened up secret
negotiations. It was known that the French
Queen had died in January and Louis was looking
for another bride. So Wolsey bribed him with
the promise of Henry VIIPs sister Mary in wed-
lock if he could make a treaty with England;
and this would particularly outrage Maximilian,
as the princess had already been promised to
Charles. The announcement took Europe com-
pletely by surprise ; and when, in July, the secret
treaty between England and France became
known, England was at last the most envied
country in Europe.

The successful execution of the scheme delighted
Henry. Ferdinand could no longer use him as a
dutiful son-in-law to fight his battles, and when
Maximilian wanted gold he could look for it else-
where. He was protected from them both by a
powerful ally, and the whole thing had been
wrought by the diplomacy of his new favourite;